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Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current  scientific  knowledge, 
policies,  or  practices. 


PIG  CROP  REPORT 


SEPTEMBER  1956 


12:00  Noon  (£7B?T7) 


The  expected  number  of  90ws  to  farrow  in  the  fall  of  1956  (June  1  - 
December  1)  for  9  Corn  Belt  States  is  8  percent  smaller  than  in  1955,  accord- 
ing to  the  Crop  Reporting  Board.  The  number  is  now  estimated  at  3,490,  000 
head  for  the  9  States--Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Wisconsin,  Minnesota,  Iowa, 
Missouri,  South  Dakota,  and  Kansas.  This  compares  with  3,  781,  000  sows 
farrowed  in  the  same  period  of  1955.  These  States  accounted  for  68  percent 
of  the  United  States  fall  pig  crop  in  1955.  The  September  survey  indicates  an 
increase  of  1  percent  or  28,  000  head  from  the  farrowing  intentions  reported 
in  June.  Farmers  in  all  of  the  9  States  report  smaller  fall  sow  numbers  than 
for  1955,  ranging  from  a  17  percent  drop  in  Kansas  to  3  percent  fewer  sows 
in  Indiana. 


Sows  farrowed  during  June,  July,  and  August  totaled  1,  889,  000  head-- 
down  9  percent  from  1955  and  17,  000  head  or  1  percent  below  the  intentions 
reported  for  the  9  States  in  June.  These  litters  represent  54  percent  of  the 
estimated  fall  total  compared  with  55  percent  in  1955.    Sows  bred  to  farrow 
in  September,  October,  and  November  are  now  estimated  at  1,  601,  000  head, 
which  is  6  percent  below  last  year,  but  3  percent  above  intentions  reported 
in  June. 


Reported  breeding  intentions  indicated  that  the  number  of  sows  to  farrow 
from  December  1956  through  February  1957  for  the  9  Corn  Belt  States  will 
total  1,  531,  000  head.  This  would  be  a  decline  of  56,  000  head  or  4  percent 
from  the  same  period  a  year  earlier.  The  intentions  reports  show  considerable 
variation  between  States,  ranging  from  a  10  percent  reduction  in  Ohio  to  a  4 
percent  increase  in  Illinois. 
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This  is  the  first  quarterly  pig  crop  release  issued  by  the 
Crop  Reporting  Board.    Previously  these  reports  were 
issued  only  in  the  individual  States  concerned.  These 
surveys  are    made  possible  by  matching  funds  provided 
jointly  by  State  agencies  and  the  United  States  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture  under  provisions  of  the  Agricultural 
Marketing  Act  of  1946. 


/ 


// 


U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 
Washington,  D.  C. 


Agricultural  Marketing  Service 
Crop  Reporting  Board 
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Hogs  and  pigs:    Number  on  farms  by  classes  September  1,  9  Corn  Belt  States 
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The  number  of  all  hogs  and  pigs  on  farms  September  1,   1956  in  the  9 
/States  totaled  44,  873,  000  head,  down  1 1  percent  from  the  50,  449,  000  on 
September  1,  1955.  Hogs  and  pigs  six  months  old  or  over  totaled  7,997,  000 
head,   12  percent  less  than  the  9,  057,  000  a  year  earlier.  The  number  under 
six  months  of  age  was  11  percent  less  than  last  September,  with  the  sharpest 
drop  occurring  in  the  3-6  months  age  group--a  decline  of  1  3  percent  for  this 
group,  compared  with  only  a  6  percent  drop  in  the  number  of  pigs  under  three 
months  old.    The  decline  in  the  number  of  pigs  under  three  months  of  age  was 
3  percentage  points  less  than  the  decline  in  the  number  of  sows  farrowing  dur- 
ing the  June  1  -  September  1  period,  reflecting  an  increase  in  the  number  of 
pigs  saved  per  litter.    The  13,  074,000  pigs  under  three  months  old  on  farms 
September  1  made  up  29.  1  percent  of  all  hogs,  compared  with  13,  902,  000 
pigs  under  three  months  of  age  which  made  up  27,  6  percent  of  all  hog6  on 
September  1  last  year.    Pigs  3-6  months  of  age  totaled  23,  802,  000  head 
compared  with  27,  490,  000  a  year  earlier. 


UNITED  STATES  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
AGRICULTURAL  imARKETIImG  SERVICE 
tfASuIKGTON  25,  D.  C. 
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payment  of  postage  $300. 


